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Ventura County residents care about the environment and for each other. CFROG has the
pleasure of working with passionate and caring individuals who constantly show their dedication
to strengthen the well-being of the environment and our community members. We are grateful to
our peers and neighbors for supporting CFROG as we continue to take on the fossil fuel
industry. Through unity and teamwork, we will see Ventura County independent from oil and
gas.

CFROG Is Tackling
SoCalGas Compressor Station
Last week saw a victory in our fight against the expansion of the SoCalGas Co. compressor
station located at 1555 N. Olive Street in Ventura, across from EP Foster Elementary School
and the Boys and Girls Club of Ventura. Tuesday evening, the Westside Clean Air Coalition and
concerned residents joined the Ventura City Council to express their support for the council’s
proposed resolution to support the investigation of all the risks of the poorly planned expansion
project by the gas company.
Over 200 emails and written statements flooded the council’s inbox, urging the elected officials
to take action to protect the safety and health of the vulnerable community surrounding the
known methane super emitter. Over 20 residents, including educators, activists, and students,
showed their support for a full environmental review of the expansion in the form of live
comments. Before explaining the lack of attention for the health of the neighborhood and of the
elementary school children in SoCalGas’s Human Health Risk Assessment that the company
uses as proof of the plan’s safety, and sharing multiple avenues the council could take to assist

the City of Ventura in understanding contamination risks of the station, Liz Beall, the Executive
Director of CFROG, stated:
“I really want to applaud Attorney Diaz and the City Council for putting forth this
resolution and staff recommendation. I think it shows a good deal of moral courage to
move forward with what you’re doing tonight.”

You can watch Liz’s statement here.
The testimonies from parents, youth, organizers delivered a powerful message, and their
urgency to halt the operation reached the council. They voted unanimously in support of an
environmental impact review and health assessment for the toxic soil removal and proposed
expansion of the compressor station.
Our work is not over yet, but before we continue tackling this issue, we want to thank all the
residents for voicing their concerns, the organizers for the in-person showing of the meeting and
translation services, and Bell Arts Factory for housing a community public comment space for
the event. They are driving this movement and leading us to success!

CFROG Is Celebrating
Youth Activists
Agenda item 9C of last week’s Ventura City Council meeting was very important for many
people. Including students from CFROG’s Environmental Voices Academy (EVA). As part of the
recently launched program, students selected local climate issues to tackle during the
eight-week session. After receiving details about the harmful effects the fossil fuel industry has
on Ventura County, four students made it their mission to join the conversation.
Moncerrat Hernandez, Alexandra Masci, Molly McCoy, and Alexander Edgar, with assistance
from oil and gas experts, analyzed Ventura County’s oil and gas sector further and decided to
join the movement against the expansion of the SoCalGas Co. compressor station. With the
approaching Ventura City Council meeting, the high school students, determined to impact their
community, reached the consensus to focus their energy and talent on informing their peers
about how to influence their elected representatives’ vote.
With only a few days before the May 10 council meeting, the young activists developed an
easy-to-comprehend guide detailing the issue and a roadmap with guided steps to submit a
public comment. You can find their guide here.
After crafting their guide, they reached out to their networks and created infographics for social
media to get their toolkit into the hands of the Ventura County student body, and they
succeeded. The group received word that about 110 people from their outreach efforts
submitted a statement sharing their concerns for the expansion plan!
The powerhouse group didn’t stop there; they pushed their advocacy efforts even more during
the meeting’s public comment portion. Alexandra Masci, one of the students from Rancho

Campana High School, shared the email the oil and gas team sent to the board out loud. With
the support from her teammates, she contacted the city clerk to add her name to the list of
speakers and presented her team’s thoughts. Watch her powerful delivery.

From the second the students decided to join this project to the moment the council delivered
their vote, they expressed their passion for protecting their community. This small group is an
excellent example of the force that the youth in your community holds.

Meet the Oil & Gas Team
Molly McCoy
Molly is a young climate activist from Rancho Campana High School who hopes to major in
Environmental Science. With interests in gardening and composting, the bright student shows
immense interest in the climate movement. She was part of a group of community members
who persuaded Camarillo to transition to 100% renewable energy as its primary energy source.
Alexander Edgar
The young activist joins the Environmental Voices Academy from Royal High School in Simi
Valley. Alex has served as president of his school’s Key Club, is the current president of the
ASB club, and helped launch Simi Valley’s first Nonpartisan Virtual Youth Voter Registration
Week. The young leader has a strong interest in serving his community and plans to pursue
Political Science or International Relations at the University of California, Berkeley.
Moncerrat Hernandez

With a powerful drive to give back to her community, the junior from Oxnard Middle College High
School joins EVA in a pursuit to be a well-versed climate activist. Her work with Encampment for
Citizenship gives her a strong background in regenerative agriculture, pesticides in the soil and
their long-term effects, and much more. She has a passion for improving the health of living
organisms and is determined to involve her community in the fight against climate change.
Alexandra Masci
This young climate leader from Rancho Campana High School in Camarillo holds a background
in organizing her peers to adopt climate-friendly activities like gardening and composting. She
also takes part in creating educational materials for her school’s Green Club on Instagram.
Masci recently accepted an offer to the University of California, Berkeley, and plans to continue
her work as an environmentalist.

Climate Action
SB 47 (Limón) - Remediating Deserted Wells
This bill will allow CalGEM to spend up to $10 million a year on plugging deserted oil wells and
retain unspent funds up to $100 million. It will help ensure that CalGEM plugs abandoned wells
moving into the future and also allow CalGEM to collect these funds from the oil industry to
ensure these costs are not put on taxpayers.
AB 896 (Bennett) - Idle Gas and Oil Well Remediation
This bill will authorize CalGEM to impose a claim or lien on an idle well if the operator has failed
to pay idle well fees, CalGEM has identified the well as unsafe, or the state has incurred costs
for remediating the well. This will provide an important tool to help motivate oil companies to
obey the law.

CFROG Is Watching
The Future of Ventura County’s Water Supply
In April 2021, CFROG Executive Director Liz Beall gave public testimony to the State Water
Resources Control Board. The State Water Board is currently contemplating an Aquifer
Exemption proposal here in Oxnard, which would allow for up to 79 new cyclic steam injection
wells to be drilled on the Oxnard Plain. These wells would use extreme extraction techniques to
bore through the Fox Canyon Aquifer, a source of fresh drinking water for around 400,000
people and the primary irrigation source for our agricultural industry.
If approved, the Water Board’s Aquifer Exemption puts Ventura County’s drinking water in peril.
Oil-related gasses were already found once in the Fox Canyon Aquifer back in 2017. The
authors of that study couldn’t definitively say whether or not our water supply is contaminated,
and the Water Board has no plans for further sampling. One sampling isn’t enough to know if
our water supply is safe.
Dangerous, high-pressure techniques like cyclic steam have the ability to create ways for oil to
migrate up into our water supply. From reviewing only publicly available records, it is blatantly

apparent that the Oxnard Oilfield is already home to numerous oil spills, safety violations, and
hazardous underground conditions. A failed well can create a conduit for steam-heated oil and
chemicals to invade the lower reaches of the Fox Canyon Aquifer.
Following our comments and the tireless efforts of the Environmental Defense Center in Santa
Barbara, the State Water Board has finally agreed to do a conduit analysis - a study that looks
at all those old, derelict oil well bores to see if they are a potential source of contamination.
Our freshwater is the one thing we can’t get back if we foul it up; the damage will be permanent.
Let the Water Board know you don’t want that to happen! Right now, it’s the Cat Canyon
Aquifer that is most at risk - but Oxnard is not far behind.
Reach out to the Water Board directly to let them know you don’t want new oil development
anywhere near our freshwater aquifers.
Board member’s contact information:
Joaquin.Esquivel@waterboards.ca.gov
Laurel.Firestone@waterboards.ca.gov
Tam.Doduc@waterboards.ca.gov
Dorene.Dadamo@waterboards.ca.gov
Sean.Maguire@waterboards.ca.gov.
Tweet the agencies!
Sample tweet: @CaliforniaEPA @calnatresources @CaWaterBoards— Reject the exemption &
protect #PeopleNotPolluters.
https://www.environmentaldefensecenter.org/programs_press_type/parent-room/actions-speak-l
ouder-than-words-governor-newsom-must-take-real-action-to-phase-out-oil/

Litigation Against Climate-Friendly Legislation
There are now over ten lawsuits filed against the County of Ventura challenging climate-friendly
legislation in the County’s new General Plan. Some of these lawsuits also challenge the Board
of Supervisors’ November decision to enact common-sense Environmental Review for new oil
and gas permits, which was overturned by an army of industry-funded signature-gatherers this
past winter.
CFROG is watching closely as these lawsuits wind their way through the courts. The next
hearing will take place in July.
Stay tuned for more information!

Discovering the Truth about Abandoned Wells
The Central Coast has a long history as an oil-producing region, fracking its first wells in the
1950s using a mixture of sand and diesel fuel. This history of extreme and persistent extraction
has left Ventura County with over 2000 plugged and abandoned wells. “Plugged and
abandoned” is a term used to describe wells that have been safely and successfully closed,
meaning that they should no longer pose any danger to the land, air, and water. Unfortunately,

this is often not the case. Many wells labeled as safely “plugged and abandoned” present
significant environmental health risks.
CFROG just finished conducting what we believe is the first systematic, county-wide review of
records in the “CalGem well finder” database of all known wells in California. We have
discovered over a dozen wells with reported leaks, methane vents, and other issues that state
authorities have not yet addressed. Some of these wells sit near homes and schools. By
documenting the condition of all 2000+ abandoned wells, we hope to create a model for
environmental groups in other regions - ultimately gathering a state-wide, scientifically accurate
picture of the clean-up task ahead.
We sincerely appreciate the assistance of our researcher, Harriet Ferrer, and the GIS mapping
wizardry of CFROG Advisory Board member Cameron Robertson. You can see a sample of his
work mapping Ventura County’s abandoned wells below:

Keep an eye out for our full report on abandoned wells! It will be available at the end of June!

Like, Share, Retweet
Facebook
➔ A community uprising against the Southern California Gas Company compressor station
Twitter
➔ Take action & deny the oil industry's #CatCanyon Aquifer Exemption request

Instagram
➔ What is ozone?
➔ CFROG joined CAUSE, Future Leaders of America, Planned Parenthood Action,
SURJ-VC, UFCW 770, Buen Vecino, Lideres Campesinas, SEIU Local 2015, and
MICOP for this year’s Oxnard May Day to show support for undocumented and essential
workers. Watch the video from the event!

Upcoming Events
➔ On May 22, the Oxnard Performing Arts Center will host the film “Lost In America,” about
youth homelessness. Filmmaker Rotimi Rainwater will be present.
➔ June is Pride Month, and our friends at One Step A La Vez are taking part in planning a safe
Pride Celebration in Fillmore. Complete the Fillmore Pride 2021: Public Forum/ Foro
Publico form to participate in the planning process!

Take Action
➔ Give a public comment at the California Public Utilities Commission.
◆ Date and Time: May 20 at 10 AM
◆ Webcast link: www.adminmonitor.com/ca/cpuc
◆ How: Call 1-800-857-1917, passcode: 9899501 (to make a public comment
during the public comment period, press *1)
◆ Why: To raise awareness about the Ventura Compressor Station and push
Commissioners to ask their staff questions about the issue.
➔ Join the Oxnard’s Climate Action and Adaptation Plan Virtual Community meeting
this Saturday, May 22, from 10 am to 12 pm. Spanish translation will be available.
◆ https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYqcuihpzovHd2C12Ur03ps4aWI0183dTJ0
➔ Complete Oxnard’s Climate Action and Adaptation Plan Survey by May 31.
English:

Donate Today
Help us keep you informed and on watch!

Spanish:

Ventura County is beautiful, and we hope to keep it that way for many years. We thank you for
your support and hope you will continue to fight with us to preserve the well-being of our
community and planet.
Best Wishes,
Eduardo Coyotzi Zarate(he/him)
Outreach Coordinator
Climate First: Replacing Oil & Gas (CFROG)
(805) 824-5430
eduardo@cfrog.org

