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future for Ventura County
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This year is turning out to be very busy for CFROG. With the launch of our Environmental
Voices Academy (EVA), an environmental advocacy training program for Ventura County high
school juniors and seniors, and the oil and gas industry’s harmful and reckless operations,
CFROG is all hands on deck to ensure a healthy future for all Ventura County residents. To
keep you updated on CFROG’s activities, we bring you our first monthly newsletter highlighting
CFROG’s projects and active campaigns.

Oil
Following the California Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee’s lack of support for
Senate Bill 467, which would ban fracking and other drilling practices, establish 2,500ft
setbacks, ensure the transition away from fossil fuels, and aid the fossil fuel employees’
transition to sustainable jobs, Governor Newsom announced a ban on new fracking permits by
2024 and a request to the California Air Resources Board to determine how California can
phase out oil and gas drilling operations by 2045.
The Governor’s actions aid California’s independence from fossil fuels but lack clear support for
communities who bear the risks of dangerous drilling techniques and an ambitious timeline
compared to the bill presented by Senators Scott Wiener and Monique Limoón. Although this is
a step in the right direction, it is not enough.
As we determine the next steps in the mission to achieve a liveable, healthy environment for all
Californians, we encourage you to remind our elected officials of the current climate crisis and
that vulnerable communities cannot wait. More vigorous action to protect Californians against
climate change is needed now.

Gas

At 1555 N. Olive Street in Ventura, across from EP Foster Elementary School, the Boys and
Girls Club of Ventura, and residences, rests a natural gas compressor station under the
ownership of SoCalGas. A few weeks ago, CFROG, community members, and other local
organizations received news of SoCalGas’s expansion plans to double the size of this site
known as a super emitter of methane and one of the few sites responsible for most of
California’s emissions. A soil remediation plan to remove contaminants from the site is to occur
as part of the project. This plan aims to ensure the safety of the workers at the site but ignores
the possible exposure to toxic soil the neighboring community could experience from the
excavation.
SoCalGas has acted slyly to move on with the expansion of this station. The gas company tried
to avoid community involvement and even ignored a city officials’ request for more
information about the unpermitted excavation from April 14. Residents are worried about
the dangers, like a possible explosion and health risks this station poses to the community. Still,
California’s Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), the entity in charge of approving
the expansion plan, claims a lack of community interest in this project and will only attend one of
the four community meetings SoCalGas recently announced it will hold. The concerns of those
affected by this reckless expansion plan deserve to be addressed and taken seriously.
Westside Clean Air Coalition, a group made up of CFROG, CAUSE, Food & Water Watch,
Ventura County Climate Hub, BikeVentura, and Runners for Public Lands, launched a digital
campaign to raise awareness for this environmental justice issue and hosted a march to the
compressor station from Kellogg Park on April 24.

Saturday’s march was a success. Over 150 community members showed up and helped deliver
the message that this neighborhood does not want a dangerous and toxic station to expand.
You can listen to the speeches from this day here!
The fight is not over yet. Join us on May 10 for Ventura City Council’s virtual meeting. With
the compressor station as an agenda item, we have the opportunity to discuss with local officials
why this project is a hazard and why we must act to make sure this community that is 70%

Latinx is protected. Raise your voice in support of the city’s demand for environmental review of
the SoCalGas Compressor station.

Together we can stop the expansion and further exploitation of frontline communities by the gas
industry.

Environmental Voices Academy (EVA)
On February 24, 2021, CFROG launched the inaugural class of its Environmental Voices
Academy (EVA). After receiving over 40 applications from across Ventura County for the
16-week program, 12 students joined us on Zoom to embark on a journey to learn more about
climate action and environmental justice.
The program just passed its eight-week mark. With the help of various professionals from the
environmental movement, including partnering faculty from California State University: Channel
Islands, our students now hold tools to advocate for climate action that will tackle the climate
crisis. From our weekly conversations with the young activists, it is clear that they have a drive
and desire to ensure their future is one without the fear of climate change. Their enthusiasm to
be a part of the environmental movement is evident and proof that the future of our planet is in
responsible and caring hands.

During the following eight weeks, these 12 young professionals will directly work on issues they
are passionate about and lead the efforts to tackle climate issues at a local level. We are
ecstatic to be a part of these students’ journey as they execute strategies to achieve their goals
and hope you will keep a close eye on these eleventh and twelfth graders as they make a
difference in their communities.

Like, Share, Retweet
Facebook
➔ The Ventura City Council has voted unanimously to write a resolution
Twitter
➔ The health impacts of the blowout at Aliso Canyon are still being felt today.
Instagram
➔ Let’s talk about wildfires.
Events
➔ On May 15, attend Ventura County Surfrider’s Hands Across the Sand and see the short
film “Stories of the Spill” followed by a panel discussion with CFROG Executive Director
Liz Beall.
➔ Ventura County Coalition for Student Success is hosting a Town Hall to discuss student
safety, school police and disciplinary actions, mental health, and more on May 6.
➔ Oxnard College Associated Student Government to host “Empowering the Next
Generation, A Conversation with Angela Davis ” May 12.
Take Action
➔ On May 10, be sure to speak up at the Ventura City Council meeting in support of their
resolution asking for environmental review of the SoCalGas Compressor station.
◆ You can also send an email to cityclerk@cityofventura.ca.gov or make a call at (805)
654-7827

➔ Oxnard residents, the City of Oxnard is developing a Climate Action and Adaptation Plan
(CAAP). The CAAP will include strategies for reducing the citywide greenhouse gas
emissions that cause climate change, and for making the City more prepared to
withstand the climate change impacts expected in the coming decades. If you’re
interested in participating in the CAAP planning process, send an email to:
OxnardCAAP@oxnard.org
Ventura County is beautiful, and we hope to keep it that way for many years. We thank you for
your support and hope you will continue to fight with us to preserve the health of our community
and our planet.
Best Wishes,
Eduardo Coyotzi Zarate(he/him)
Outreach Coordinator
Climate First: Replacing Oil & Gas (CFROG)
(805) 824-5430
eduardo@cfrog.org

